Chrysler Corp has always looked for ways to sell a few more vehicles.  One of the ways is by providing “special” vehicles.  Dodge has offered many different special truck packages. The 1957 Sweptside, 1964-1967 Custom Sport Special, 1971 Dude (383 short bed special paint) , and 1970s Adult Toys  are examples of low production, excitement generating trucks. Special vehicles don’t appeal to everyone, and they generally cost more.  However, they generate more traffic in the dealer showroom, disproportionate with the slightly higher cost per unit to produce them.  My brother sold the 64 Custom Sport Special for a dealer in the San Francisco bay area.  He thought it was a dangerous truck to drive because with its 426 cu in 385 HP engine and skinny tires, it had a tendency for the rear end to come around when turning left or right from a stop light.  Approximately 3000 were built.  The big engine and upgraded interior made it a VERY popular demonstrator.  
After the insurance industry and the pollution police ended the performance wars of the late 60s and early 70s, Chrysler was searching for ways to generate the same kind of excitement that bought these incremental buyers into the showroom. During the early 1970s, the pickup truck’s traditional role was as a work vehicle used by farmers, ranchers and tradesmen to transport items too large to fit in an automobile and not practical to carry in a van. The truck’s role expanded as they became more comfortable and less utilitarian with extensive option lists for both convenience and appearance. The traditional way to make vehicles more upscale was to add trim levels making them “fancier” ie: 100, Custom 100, Adventurer, Adventurer Sport, Adventurer SE 100. Another way to add value was to add capacity D (2WD & W (4WD) series 100 (1/2 ton) 200 (3/4 ton) 300 (1 ton) 400 1 ¼ ton).  The Dodge truck marketing department developed a third strategy to add appeal and value to the trucks by introducing “personal” vehicles which appealed to buyers seeking a unique appearance. From a total of 2,867,766 pickup trucks produced from 1972-1993 approximately  50,000 (.02%) were “special” trucks. The most popular was the 1979 Lil Red Express (5295 built) ranging down to the lesser known South Bounder and Dude II.
In 1976, Dodge introduced “Adult Toys”.  These vehicles were readily identifiable, but not so special that they cost a lot more to produce. The factory produced Adult Toys  (True Spirit, Warlock, LRE and Macho Power Wagon) far outnumber the ones produced by independent van conversion companies and specialty companies such as Barrett Industries and Rod Hall Enterprises.  The high point of production was 1977-79 after which Chrysler Corp’s financial problems, and increasing pollution and safety restrictions made it progressively more difficult to market a special vehicle.  The last “special” we know about is the 1990 Rod Hall Signature Edition, originally slated for 1500 units, although only a few were actually produced.

TRUE SPIRIT AND WARLOCK:

The first Adult toys were the 1976 True Spirit and Warlock.
The True Spirit was offered in both utiline and sweptline styles with a pin striping on the  exterior rollbar, a woodgrain dash and a small custom steering wheel.  The True Spirit was offered from 1976-1979. In 1976 it only came with a 318 and automatic transmission.
WARLOCK:
The Warlock became available late in the 1976 model year as a 1976 model.  Warlocks were available in both sweptline and utiline versions.  Warlocks were available in both 2WD and 4WD, exterior colors were black, read or green.  Both the exterior and the dash were pin stripped and it came with the bucket seat interior.  Gold spoke wheels and chrome side steps were part of the package.

1978 Warlocks were offered in bright canyon red, medium green, sunfire metallic, black, citron green metallic, sunrise orange.  Most were painted black and had chrome plated steps and oak sideboards, dark tinted glass and a three spoke “tuff” steering wheel.

LIL RED EXPRESS:
Lil Red Express was offered in 1978 and 1979.  It is probably the most widely recognized Dodge “special package” truck due to its special exhaust.

MACHO POWER WAGON:

The 1977-80 Macho Power Wagon was named “Four Wheeler of the Year” in 1977 by Four Wheeler magazine.  Macho Power Wagons were available as sweptlines and had special two tone paint, special striping, black painted front and rear bumpers, painted spoke wheels, roll bar, black bucket seats and both 115” and 131” wheel base.  All were four wheel drive.  A sunroof was optional.  

3 Macho Power Wagon packages were offered in 1977: 1 for pickups, 1 for Ramchargers, 1 for Traildusters.  Macho Power Wagons had special 2 tone paint.  By 1980 Dodge Macho Power Wagon stressed comfort and convenience options, not performance.

SNOW-FITER:
The Sno-Fiter was sold from 1970-1978.  The package was renamed Sno-Commander in 1979.  The Sno-Fiter was outfitted to push snow, it had 4WD, a heavy duty electrical system and batteries, an additional hydraulic pump mounted on the engine, valve body to control the plow, heavier front springs.

It came mostly commonly with a 318 or 360 but was offered with a 225, 400, and 440 with and without power steering.

The plow came in both regular and heavy duty versions.  The package used a Meyers valve.  It was offered on Ramcharger and Trailduster 4WD also.

TOP HAND:

The Top Hand combined a custom paint job with lots of accessories.  It could be ordered from your local Dodge dealer even though the custom work was done by ?????.  There was a brochure that detailed what all the Top Hand package offered.

Front grill guard?

Roll bar?

Utiline bed?

ROUND UP:

The Round Up was offered in ???.  It consisted of several options (what options?) packages together for a reduced price and a decal that went on the tailgate.
CALIFORNIAN:

One of the more successful independent conversions was the Californian.  The trucks were utilines with chrome slot wheels, shipped fender delete from the factory to Mobility Industries in Newark California where fiberglass rear fenders, chrome side steps, and a custom chrome rear bumper were installed.  They were painted in a wide variety of schemes and colors.  We don’t know of any 2 painted the same.  The fenders were too large to mount the regular utiline fuel fill tube assembly in its regular location, so all Californians came with in cab fuel tanks.  They were offered with both small block and big block engines, manual and automatic transmissions.  They were all 2WD.  Production stopped when GM complained the rear fenders were a copy of GMs stepside fender.  They actually were made from a mould of a GM fender, but they had Dodge marker lights.  The Californian decal was black with small embedded metallic colored rectangular inserts.  The truck was popular,  Reno Dodge sold at least 4.

WESTERNER:

The Westerner was offered in ????.  It featured extensive artificial tooled leather side stripes on the exterior, bucket seats with western theme inserts and a headliner of the same material.
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